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STUDY NOTES
Lesson 2: Jarom, Omni, Words of Mormon
But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice,
and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people:
and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you,
that it may be well unto you.
But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear,
but walked in the counsels and in the imagination of their evil heart,
and went backward, and not forward.
Jeremiah 7:23-24
The Book of Jarom departs sharply from the intensely personal tone of the Book of Enos, Jarom’s father.
Jarom makes no reference to himself, except to mention that he is not going to say anything about his prophesying
or his revelations, thereby revealing that he had revelations and that he did prophesy. Rather than speak of his
individual experience he looks at the common experience. He gives us a birds-eye view of Nephite society.

THE SMALL PLATES
To begin with, Jarom tells us that the Small Plates of Nephi upon which he wrote (engraved) were, in actual fact, small plates. “And as these plates are small, …it must needs be that I write [only] a little.” (Jarom 2) And
again, as he ends, “And I, Jarom, do not write more, for the plates are small.” (Jarom 14) We already have been
told by his grandfather, Jacob, that “[we] cannot write but a little of [our] words, because of the difficulty of engraving our words upon plates.” (Jacob 4:1) Whether the Small Plates were small in dimensions or small in number
or both, we can’t be entirely sure, but Jarom implys that they were running out of room.
Nephi explains how the Small Plates came about. First, in 1 Nephi 19:1-4, he says that in the new world
they found gold, silver and copper ore. Soon after their arrival, the Lord commanded him to make plates and engrave upon them the story of his father and what had happened to their group thus far. Lehi kept records of some
sort, perhaps on papyrus, so Nephi had those before him to copy from. He says he “did engraven the record of my
father, and also our journeyings in the wilderness, and the prophecies of my father; and also many of mine own
prophecies…” (1 Nephi 19:1) The Lord wanted the record engraved on metal plates because he knew that these
records must last for thousands of years to fulfill the purpose they would eventually serve. He knew that someday
missionaries would be taking these words around the world.
We read that Nephi was commanded to make a second set of plates sometime after he separated from his
antagonistic brothers and their group (2 Nephi 5:30-33). Apparently this second set contained fewer plates than the
first plates, which had been created to keep a detailed history of the people. Nephi simply says that this second
set of plates were for recording “that which is pleasing unto God.” (2 Nephi 5:32) Earlier he refers to these plates
as an “account…of the ministry of my people.” (1 Nephi 9:3)
Thus the same years in Nephite history were being written about in two different records, one being kept
by the kings (the large plates) and the other being kept by the prophets and their descendants (the small plates).
This duplication later saved the day when the first 116 pages of the Book of Mormon manuscript were lent to Martin Harris by Joseph Smith, and he lost them (See D&C 10). What was lost was the “large plates” version of Nephite
history, or at least 116 pages of it. Because the record also contained the small plates version of those same
years, all was not irrecoverable. And on the plus side we have the great spiritual writings of Nephi, Jacob, etc.
From the first verse of the Book of Mormon—from 1 Nephi 1:1—to the last verse of Omni—what you are
reading is just what was ‘engraven” upon these Small Plates of Nephi. They are not an abridgement. You get exactly what the writers wrote.1 When Nephi became too old, he turned the small plates over to his younger
brother, the prophet Jacob, to continue the task. Jacob wrote many wonderful spiritual pages and then turned the
record to his son Enos. And Enos gave them to his son, Jarom.

THE LAW OF MOSES IN THE NEW WORLD
One of the important things told in the Book of Jarom is the type of religion practiced by the Nephites.
These people were a break-off from the Old Testament Jewish nation. They went to great trouble to take with
them the brass plates that contained the five Books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Numbers and Leviti1

Nephi wrote his own words in the books that bear his name as well as including some of the teachings of his father, Lehi, and
his brother, Jacob. Many of Jacob’s most wonderful sermons actually appear in 2nd Nephi. We mistakenly suppose that 1st and 2nd
Nephi contain only the words of Nephi.
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cus. These were their guidelines for law and worship. And sure enough, we see this reflected in Jarom. He notes
that during the two hundred years since the Nephites left the land of Jerusalem, they “observed to keep the law
of Moses…They profaned not; neither did they blaspheme. And the laws of the land were exceedingly strict.” He
mentions “prophets, priests, and teachers” (Jarom 11) and so we would expect that they had the same priestly
system of sacrifice set forth in Leviticus. He also tells us specifically that the people kept the Sabbath day holy, a
key commandment that provided religious identity to the Jewish nation and presumably, to the Nephites also. As
we will see later in our next study of the first three chapters of Mosiah, there are even clues in the record that the
people kept the feasts and holy days of the Jews.
There is one important difference however, between the Law of Moses as practiced in the Old World and
the Law of Moses in the New World. Jarom hints at this difference in the second verse of his book. He excuses
himself for not having written more, saying, “For what could I write more than my fathers have written? For have
not they revealed the plan of salvation?” Certainly no Old Testament prophet ever used such a phrase. Here is an
entirely new perspective.2 Jarom goes on to explain in verse 11, “…the prophets, and the priests, and the teachers, did labor diligently…teaching the law of Moses, and the intent for which it was given; persuading them to look
forward unto the Messiah, and believe in him to come as though he already was. And after this manner did they
teach them.” This was certainly not the way things were taught in Old Testament Judaism. The Jews of Christ’s
day were so attached to the Law of Moses for the Law of Moses’ sake alone, that when Jesus came among them,
they rejected Him, the very Messiah the law was supposed to point them to.
Many critics of the Book of Mormon have said that the frankly Christian doctrine in the book of Mormon
shows that Joseph Smith is the author. You can’t have a book, they say, that talks about being born again before
the Christian church was even established by Christ. The Book of Mormon rejects that claim. If Jesus Christ was
the Savior of all mankind, obviously that had to be planned before it happened. We see prophetic evidence of this
in the Bible in such things as the suffering servant chapter in Isaiah (“A man of sorrows, …He shall bear their iniquities, etc…” Isaiah 53). The apostle John calls Jesus “the lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Rev 13:8)
If God knew what He was going to do from the foundation of the world, surely He could talk about it ahead of time
to his prophets, or to anyone else for that matter. The Plan of Salvation existed from before the foundations of the
earth were laid. And the reason the Nephites knew so much about this plan was that God revealed it to Nephi.

THE PLAN FORETOLD
In the 19th century, Cecil Frances Alexander wrote a song entitled “All Things Bright and Beautiful.” One
of its stanzas says, “He gave us eyes to see them, And lips that we might tell, How great is God Almighty, Who doeth all things well.” How great indeed is the God of this universe, whose marvelous plan we see unfold in our lives
and in our families and in our church and in the whole world. When things do not go as we wish they would, we
can take comfort in the knowledge that God doeth all things well.
The writers of the Book of Mormon had this same testimony. They did what God told them to do knowing
they could trust His unfolding will. How the engravings, painstakingly made on metal plates, would one day bless
countless lives they could not see. But they had faith that God doeth all things well. What greater testimony of
God’s ability to plan all things “according to His eternal purpose,” than a second witness of Jesus Christ—the Book
of Mormon? Thus it becomes not just a second testimony of Christ Himself, but a testimony that Christ was the key
piece of a Plan that was set in action before the world was finished. It is a testimony and a witness that everything about earth life and Christ’s part in it was planned and foreordained.3
The simple explanation for the Book of Mormon prophets having a “pre-Christian” knowledge of the Savior
is that God showed the whole thing to Nephi and Nephi recorded it. Go back to 1 Nephi 8 and you will find an account of Lehi’s dream of the Tree of Life. In chapter 9 Nephi inserts a small chapter about the difference between
his large plates (history) and small plates (ministry). He says, “Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me to make
these plates for a wise purpose in him, which purpose I know not. But the Lord knoweth all things from the beginning; wherefore, he prepareth a way to accomplish all his works among the children of men; for behold, he hath
all power unto the fulfilling of all his words.” In chapter 10, Nephi records some prophecies that Lehi made to his
family about a coming Messiah who would be a “redeemer of the world” and would save all mankind from their
“lost and fallen state.” He predicted that this Messiah would be born among the Jews, would baptize beyond Jordan and would eventually be “slain” by the Jews.
The dream of the tree of life and Lehi’s subsequent words about a Messiah were riveting to Nephi. This
man had a thirst for the things of God; his reaction to the words of his father was a deep desire “to see this too.”
2 Paul speaks in Ephesians 3 of the stunning revelation that had come to him and others that God’s salvation was to be taken to the Gentiles as
well as the Jews, and calls this development “a mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God…According to the eternal
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus….” (Eph.3:9-11) God’s plan had been “hidden” from the Jews. Paul didn’t know of the Nephites.
3 In fact, a glaring weakness in the usual way Christianity is presented is that Christ as Savior is often regarded as some kind of “back-up plan”
hastily devised because the Garden of Eden didn’t go according to God’s original intent, which was, according to this version, for humankind to
live happily pain and disease free in a Garden of Eden type world. In this view, Adam and Eve are lamented as having messed things up for us.
But did the Serpent or Adam and Eve truly surprise God? Highly doubtful. And couldn’t God have made earth a serpent free zone? Of course He
could. Knowing perfectly well what their choices would be, God always had a “plan of salvation” that included Christ and included the necessary oppositions of earth life. The Book of Mormon makes it all so clear!
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Chapter 11 begins, “After I had desired to know the things that my father had seen, and believing that the Lord
was able to make them known unto me, as I sat pondering in mine heart I was caught away in the Spirit of the
Lord, unto an exceedingly high mountain, and the Spirit said unto me: …what desirest thou? And I said: I desire to
behold the things which me father saw.”

NEPHI’S CHRISTIANITY DOWNLOAD
His wish is granted, so to speak, and he sees his father’s dream of the tree of Life, but with an interesting
twist. Interspersed with views from the dream is a Technicolor widescreen version of the life of Christ. He sees
the whole thing. He sees the nativity with the Virgin Mary holding the infant Jesus, he sees Him walking and talking with men and women along the roads of Palestine, people kneeling at his feet, he sees Him healing people and
raising them from the dead. He sees the 12 apostles and the persecution they would receive. He sees the crucifixion and the resurrection.
The Old Testament is filled with clues about Christ’s coming ministry. But they are just that—clues. Things
like references in the Psalms to the soldiers giving Christ vinegar to drink and casting lots for his robe. If you comb
carefully through all the Old Testament writings you can come up with an impressive lot of such coincidental references that make a good case for Christ as the Messiah. But Nephi did not have to rely on clues to build a case.
He was literally shown the whole thing.
Because of this, and because Nephi was the founder of Nephite culture, both the civic and religious aspects of it, that culture was indelibly marked with a pre-Christian era Christianity. It is inevitable that this would
result in differences between Nephite culture and Jewish culture. For example, the great sin of Israel and Judah
was idol worship copied from the heathen nations around them. The Nephite prophets never hint that their people
had this problem, charging the people instead with worshipping their wealth as if it were an idol. Neither did the
people become worshippers of the Law of Moses like the Jews of Christ’s day. This saved them from the Pharisaic
attitudes that the Jews in Palestine developed, such as counting the number of steps they took on the Sabbath etc.
Nephite prophets always taught that the Law of Moses was not sufficient to save people and that there would need
to be an infinite atonement made.

THE LAW’S FAMILIAR SHORTCOMING
Jarom notes something that Paul later comments on. The law, even when scrupulously lived, cannot make
people truly righteous. That is why Jarom’s writings include the seeming contradiction that the people were
righteous, that is, they kept the laws of God such as those in the 10 commandments, and yet, at the same time,
they were stiff-necked and hard-hearted. Their righteousness was partly a function of their civic laws, which were
“strict” and reflected the laws for society given to Moses. They probably had stiff penalties against opening for
business on the Sabbath! This strict approach explains their horror at the Lamanite custom of drinking the blood
of beasts, something expressly forbidden in the Law of Moses.
So while they had the Law, and even some understanding that the Law was given to point them forward to
a coming Messiah, they did not, as a society, have the change of heart, the new birth, necessary to true righteousness. They were going through the motions but were carnal, not spiritual people. In the Book of Ezekiel, God tells
the prophet how disappointed He is in His people who are now captive in Babylon. He says He looks forward to the
day when “a new heart … will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh. 26 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, … and do
them. (Ezek. 36:26-27)” The message of Christ is that the inner attitudes and thoughts that make up our hearts are
just as important as our outward actions and need changing from the inside out. Going through the motions is not
enough.
Do you remember how Laman and Lemuel resisted leaving Jerusalem, protesting that Lehi was being
judgmental; the Jews, they said, weren’t a wicked people, but were a righteous people because they kept the Law
of Moses. (1 Nephi 17:22) God saw through that. Just like Laman and Lemuel, the stiff-necked people Jarom wrote
about did not love God; they loved the things God had given them. And this is a dangerous state to be in.
Jarom makes plain however that the people in the new world had an important advantage over the Jews
of the old world. They had righteous leaders who “did labor diligently, exhorting with all long-suffering the people
to diligence; teaching the law of Moses, and the intent for which it was given; And it came to pass that by so doing
they kept them from being destroyed upon the face of the land; for they did prick their hearts with the word,
continually stirring them up unto repentance.” (Jarom 11-12) Had their kings been wicked, they would have been in
the same fix as the Jews in Israel.

THE BOOK OF OMNI
Jarom turns the plates over to his son Omni, to continue the task of recording any noteworthy religious
happenings among the people. We go quickly at this point through 4 writers in only 11 verses that cover over 100
years. These were not long-winded men. Neither were they all prophets. Omni declares that he is a “wicked
man”. We see that all during these years the Nephite and Lamanite nations were warring with each other, the
Lamanites acting, as had been prophesied, as a “scourge” to the Nephites.
We should not skip lightly over these verses without asking ourselves how God “scourges” us. What things
has He brought into your life to pull you up short and remind you that you are slipping away from walking in total
obedience to His will? He is too good a parent to let us wander off without trying to get our attention and turn us
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back to Him. Often that comes by something that humbles us or distresses us. It is up to us whether we take the
hint or not. It is our own choice that determines whether our suffering brings us closer to God or further away.

AMALECKI
Amalecki is interesting. It is he who records an important hinge point of Nephite history: the Nephite
King, Mosiah the first, is “warned of the Lord that he should flee out of the land of Nephi, and as many as would
hearken unto the voice of the Lord should also depart out of the land with him, into the wilderness.” (Omni 1:12)
They take with them the precious records and other holy things that were kept by the kings: the Liahona (2 Nephi
5:12), the sword of Laban (W of M 1:13) and the “interpreters” (Mosiah 28:20). They are led to a land where they
find another people—both land and the people in it called by the name of Zarahemla, their leader.
The ancestors of these people had come out from Jerusalem at about the same time as Lehi and family.
But without a comparable record to the brass plates they had drifted from their moorings in the gospel. Zarahemla
seems to have recognized the blessings inherent in having a godly man as a leader and he steps aside and Mosiah is
made king over the combined nation of Nephites and Zarahemla-ites. Because the text is silent we can only wonder at the story not being told, but one thing that must be true is that Zarahemla was a good man, able to let go
of the kingship when it was in the best interest of his people. Perhaps he was old, and had been wondering who
would be the next king. It will be interesting to some day have the whole story.
Amalecki also gives us the first mention of a third population group found in the Book of Mormon, the
Jaredites, though they are not yet identified by that name. Amaleki calls them the people of Coriantumr. By the
time we meet up with them, the population has been largely destroyed. The book of Ether tells their story. We
also find that the Lamanites have discovered the Nephites new country and resumed their old warfare. Amaleki
ends his words by telling us that he was turning the records over to Mosiah’s son, king Benjamin, because the
plates were full and he had not had children to pass them on to.

THE WORDS OF MORMON
The editorial comments known as “The Words of Mormon” are a flash forward about 500 years to 385
A.D., just before the final destruction of the Nephites. Mormon describes for us a little of his process in abridging
the records down to the single volume we know as the book of Mormon. In the middle of this abridging process he
discovered the small plates with their sermons and prophecies of Christ. He says that he decided to include these
records “for a wise purpose; for thus it whispereth me, according to the workings of the Spirit of the Lord which is
in me. And now, I do not know all things; but the Lord knoweth all things which are to come; wherefore, he
worketh in me to do according to his will.” (W of M, v.7)
Again the theme is: “He doeth all things well.” God knows what He is doing and why He is doing it. He
knows everything that is to come and how everything will turn out. It is remarkable to see the faith of a man like
Mormon who essentially saw everything turn out badly and all his family and friends killed, yet who still had faith!
He knew that God could still bring victory out of a story that seemed to end in defeat. He knew that things aren’t
over until they are really over, and the story of his own people wasn’t over yet, no matter how things appeared.
Do you have that kind of faith in your defeats? Can you trust God to bring about the ultimate good of
those you love and care about? The gospel of Jesus Christ is a gospel of second and third and fourth chances. As
we saw in the case of Enos and Jacob, true followers of God are those who don’t give up and continue to seek for
blessings for themselves and their people because they have faith that God will not give up on them. The faith of
Mormon is one of the greatest examples in all scripture of trusting God in all things.
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